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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed on April 3, 2009 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant alleges that the fixation means 84, 86 in the Niemiro 
reference are not fixation means for fixing the plate assembly 22, 24, 26, 28 to the 
receiving unit 14. However, the fixation means 84, 86 are bearings on the shaft 72 
which fix the plate assembly to the shaft 72 and the shaft 72 connects to the receiving 
side wall 14. While Niemiro teaches only a single side wall, the primary reference 
Waschynsky teaches two side wall receiving units for the cylinder assembly and 
application of bearings to the shaft on both ends would be readily obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. Finally, with regard to the positioning of the bearings, the 
bearings can be considered under the plate cylinder assembly if the top side as the side 
including the label "Fig. 2" in said figure. Even if this side could not be considered the 
top side, bearings 44, 46 are also shown in Fig. 2 on the opposite side of the cylinder 
assembly. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2, 3, 4/2, 4/3 and 5 are allowed. Reasons for allowance are included the 
Office Action of October 24, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 , 4/1 and 6-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Waschynsky et al. (US Patent 4,878,427) in view of Niemiro, et al. 
(US Patent 6,318,257). 

Waschynsky et al. teaches a single frame comprising an impression roller 60, an anilox 
roller 56 and a doctor roller 54 and a plate cylinder assembly (see Figure 5) comprising 
a plate cylinder 58, the plate cylinder 58 carrying a print image (column 5, lines 45-50, 
pattern of dots), the plate cylinder 58 abutting the impression roller 60 (see Figure 3). 
The doctor roller 54 takes ink up from an ink reservoir (column 2, lines 5-22). The 
anilox roller 56 is arranged between the doctor roller 54 and the plate cylinder 58 (see 
Figure 3). A desired amount of ink is taken from the doctor roller 54 by the anilox roller 
56 and transferred to the plate cylinder 58 (column 5, lines 40-55, pattern of ink is 
transferred from these three rollers). The plate cylinder 58 is bearing mounted on a 
stationary shaft 78 (see Figure 4). The applicant concedes in his disclosure of prior at 
in discussing Waschynsky et al. that two receiving units are disposed on opposite sides 
of the plate cylinder, which are connected to the frame (see page 1 , lines 22-25), 
additionally, fixation means for fixing the plate cylinder to the receiving units are 
provided as taught on page 2, lines 1-5 of the specification. Thus, Waschynsky et al. 
teaches all of the limitations of claim 1 except that the fixation means are substantially 
under the plate assembly. However, Niemiro et al. teaches fixation means 84, 86 for a 
plate cylinder 29 that are disposed substantially under the plate cylinder assembly 28. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the at the time the invention was 
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made to modify Wachynsky et al. by placing the fixation means under the plate cylinder 
assembly for the purpose of securing the plate cylinder assembly. 
For claim 4 as dependent on claim 1 : Wachynsky et al. teaches a bearing surface on 
which the plate cylinder rests in a releasable position (column 10, lines 38-40 and lines 
47-50). Wachynsky et al. teaches that the plate cylinder may be lifted out of the 
receiving unit and can be simply taken out of the print module for replacement (column 
9, lines 58-65). 

For claim 6: Waschynsky et al. teaches that the reciving units are provided each with a 

curved supporting surface (column 10, lines 47-50) and further that the plate cylinder 

and impression roller and anilox roller can be relatively positioned, thus allowing for the 

distance between each of the rollers to be equal (column 10, lines 30-35). 

For claim 7: Wachynsky et al. teaches an idling roller 62 serving as a receiving unit 

which serves as an additional processing means (column 5, lines 50-55). In the 

modified invention of Wachynsky et al. in view of Niemiro et al., the receiving units will 

be below the plate cylinder 58, whereas the receiving means will be level with the plate 

cylinder 58 and thus be substantially above the receiving units. 

For claim 8: Wachynsky et al. teaches that the idling rollers, which are plural, serve as 

guides (column 5, lines 50-55). 

For claim 9: Wachynsky et al. teaches that the idling rollers 62 transfer the web 30 to a 
further print station (column 5, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include winders or digital 
print heads and the like at a subsequent print station. 
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For claim 10: Waschynsky et al. teaches a printing machine 36 comprising a module 
with single frame comprising an impression roller 60, an anilox roller 56 and a doctor 
roller 54 and a plate cylinder assembly (see Figure 5) comprising a plate cylinder 58, 
the plate cylinder 58 carrying a print image (column 5, lines 45-50, pattern of dots), the 
plate cylinder 58 abutting the impression roller 60 (see Figure 3). The doctor roller 54 
takes ink up from an ink reservoir (column 2, lines 5-22). The anilox roller 56 is 
arranged between the doctor roller 54 and the plate cylinder 58 (see Figure 3). A 
desired amount of ink is taken from the doctor roller 54 by the anilox roller 56 and 
transferred to the plate cylinder 58 (column 5, lines 40-55, pattern of ink is transferred 
from these three rollers). The plate cylinder 58 is bearing mounted on a stationary shaft 
78 (see Figure 4). The applicant concedes in his disclosure of prior at in discussing 
Waschynsky et al. that two receiving units are disposed on opposite sides of the plate 
cylinder, which are connected to the frame (see page 1, lines 22-25), additionally, 
fixation means for fixing the plate cylinder to the receiving units are provided as taught 
on page 2, lines 1-5 of the specification. Thus, Waschynsky et al. teaches all of the 
limitations of claim 1 except that the fixation means are substantially under the plate 
assembly. However, Niemiro et al. teaches fixation means 84, 86 for a plate cylinder 29 
that are disposed substantially under the plate cylinder assembly 28. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the at the time the invention was made to modify 
Wachynsky et al. by placing the fixation means under the plate cylinder assembly for 
the purpose of securing the plate cylinder assembly. 
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Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAVID BANH whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3851 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9:30AM-8PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571 )272-2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DHB 

/Judy Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



